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Order to Show Cause
No. ACT- O?L-OOLI

By reasons listed below, the u:rdersi-gned by virtue of this

Ietter Co hereby tai(e exception tc the tentative decision

rendel.ed by the Division of 0iI, Gas, and llinin;3 and

register our protest to action proposed by Ranchers

Exploration and .Development Corporation'

\
\t is our firm convic'bion that the process of Cewatering the

\
aie" surrounding the mine is extremely detrirnental to the

und.erground water table and is therefore a direct threat to

our livelihood as iarmers. The continued existenee of farming

operations that have beenproductive here for 20 and 30 J/ears

is directly contingent on the continued supply of our

underground water.

past history can verify the detrinent caused to the surrounding

irrigertlon wells when the mine dewatering program lras attempted

previously. The extensive engirreering study recently cornpleted

by Ranchers Exploration does in fact acltnowleCge that certain

aress of prod.uctive agricultural land nil} suffer a significant

recluction of 10-20 feet in the und.erground water table directly

causeC by the proposed disloeation of our water by the mi.ne'

The efforts shown bi, Ranchers to relocate our ',vater in a natural

channel is considered an appeasenent attempt and does not

confront the basi.c fact that they are rlisturbing a substantial

portion of a Sragile uncleterrnined supply of undergrourrd water.
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'lhe relocatior n"o^u" wirr be very wrrsteful c this pr-ecious

commodit:r by the fact that it will sirnpl;. be dun:ped on the

surface with the expectatiorr of recharge to the underground

supply in another area.

Ranchers also stress in their public relations canpai-gn that
the water wirr be avairable to the area farmers without the
cost of pumping to the surface. This is a misconception
provided by Hanchers r'ldrich nlay appear to benefit a few farmers.
The fact is that every farmer here presently have developed

-trrigation systems at significant investment and it is neither
practical nor feasible to comoletely readjust existing systems

to utilize the water proposed to be uasted by Ranchers

Exploration and Development.

Farmers here have to secure expensive water righrs to be able

to utilize their remaj.ning undergroud v"ater.. Because of the

ceclining tabre, rve have been forced. to conserve water and to

develope more efficient methods of imigation in order to
survi-ve.

The disruption, dewatering;, and rerocation of our underground

rrater by Ranchers Exploration and Development as proposed.

rvill not be tolerated. Our protest to this fact is hereby

registel'ed.


